
Addressee List Below 
Dear Maryland and Montgomery County Officials and Friends of Montgomery Hills, 

 

Since at least 2005, Montgomery County has consistently identified the MD 97 Georgia Ave improvements in 
Montgomery Hills as one of—if not *the* most—critical transportation projects in the County's Transportation 
Priorities Letter to the Governor, the Maryland Department of Transportation, and the Montgomery County 
State Delegation.  

Nineteen years later, these essential improvements remain unfinished. Despite recent progress in design and 
engineering, the project lost its construction funding due to the state’s recent widespread budget cuts in the 
draft Consolidated Transportation Plan (CTP) that eliminated funding for all projects not already in 
construction. For the residents and businesses in Montgomery Hills, a significant funding delay undermines the 
integrity of the transportation priorities process. While budget constraints are understandable, it is wholly 
unacceptable that a project deemed the County’s top priority for nearly two decades remains unfunded and 
incomplete. 

We were encouraged by the momentum in recent years as design and engineering efforts advanced, and we 
eagerly anticipated the start of construction. Now, our community’s hopes are in limbo, with funding abruptly 
withdrawn, at least for the present. 

Local and State officials have repeatedly assured us that this project is vital and deserving of funding, and that 
state funding is starting to flow back to projects, like ours, that were zeroed out in the CTP. But words alone do 
not suffice. The time for action is now. The Governor’s Allowance has yet to be transmitted to the State 
Legislature for adoption, and Montgomery County’s Capital Improvement Program is still in development. We 
are at a critical juncture, and it is imperative that we correct this course without delay. 

I respectfully call for the following: 

1. Montgomery County must continue to prioritize this project in its own planning, and in communications 
with the SHA, the Governor, and the state legislature. The undeniable benefits this project will bring to 
the County—leveraging the investment in public transit, improving Vision Zero infrastructure, enhancing 
safety, and bolstering local businesses—must be recognized.  

2. The State must fully reallocate construction funding for this project in the FY 2025 - FY 2030 Maryland 
Consolidated Transportation Program without delay. 

3. County and State officials should schedule a joint meeting of the relevant decision makers within 
the next few weeks, to align on the best path to ensure construction funding required to complete the 
Georgia Avenue improvements that has overwhelming community support is reallocated without delay. 
Additionally, the parties should agree on a reasonable date for the completion of these improvements to 
provide clarity and accountability moving forward. 

This project promises significant, long-term benefits for both the State and County. It is only equitable that both 
share the responsibility to ensure its timely completion. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  



MONTGOMERY COUNTY OFFICIALS 
The Honorable Marc Elrich, Montgomery County Executive 
Office of the County Executive 
101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor, Rockville MD 20850 
email: marc.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov  
 
Andrew Friedson, Montgomery County Council President 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: councilmember.friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Kate Stewart, Montgomery County Council Vice-President 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: councilmember.stewart@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Natalie Fani-Gonzalez, Montgomery County Council District 6 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: councilmember.Fani-Gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Evan Glass, Montgomery County Council, At-Large 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Gabe Albornoz, Montgomery County Council, At-Large 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov  
 
Will Jawando, Montgomery County Council, At-Large 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov 
 
Laurie-Ann Sayles, Montgomery County Council, At-Large 
Montgomery County Council Building 
100 Maryland Ave., 6th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850 
email: Councilmember.Sayles@montgomerycountymd.gov  
 
MARYLAND STATE OFFICIALS 
 
PAUL J. WIEDEFELD, Secretary of Transportation 
Office of Secretary, Department of Transportation 
Harry R. Hughes Department of Transportation Building 
7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, MD 21076 - 0548 
email: secretary@mdot.state.md.us  
 
William Pines, SHA Administrator 
Office of the Administrator, Mail Stop C-400 
MDOT State Highway Administration 
P.O. Box 717, Baltimore MD 21203-0717 
email: wpines@mdot.maryland.gov  
 
MARYLAND District 20 



 
The Honorable Will Smith, Senator District 20 
Miller Senate Office Building, 2 East Wing 
11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
email: will.smith@senate.state.md.us 
 
Lorig Charkoudian, State Delegate District 20 
Lowe House Office Building, Room 220 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
email: lorig.charkoudian@house.state.md.us  
 
David Moon, State Delegate District 20 
Taylor House Office Building, Room 350 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
e-mail: david.moon@house.state.md.us  
 
Jheanelle Wilkins, Delegate District 20 
Taylor House Office Building, Room 131 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
e-mail: jheanelle.wilkins@house.state.md.us 
 
MARYLAND District 18 
 
The Honorable Jeff Waldstreicher, Senator District 18 
Miller Senate Office Building, 2 East Wing 
11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
email: jeff.waldstreicher@senate.state.md.us  
 
Jared Solomon, State Delegate District 18 
Lowe House Office Building, Room 312 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
(410) 841-3130, (301) 858-3130 
1-800-492-7122, ext. 3130 (toll free) 
email: jared.solomon@house.state.md.us  
 
Emily Shetty, State Delegate District 18 
Lowe House Office Building, Room 350 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
e-mail: emily.shetty@house.state.md.us   
  
Aaron Kaufman, State Delegate District 18 
Taylor House Office Building, Room 363 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
e-mail: aaron.kaufman@house.state.md.us  
  
Please cc correspondence to friendsofmontgomeryhills@gmail.com  
 


